
Approved Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 

Byron Park District Board of Commissioners 
Held at 420 N. Colfax St., Byron IL 

 

Tuesday, February 17, 2015 

 

  

1.1 Vice President Jeffrey called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners to order at 6:32 p.m. 

 

1.2 On roll call, the following were: 

 BOARD: 

 PRESENT: Commissioners Eisfeller*, Griffith, Jeffrey, and Wilmarth   

 ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle 

 

   *present via teleconference due to employment purposes  

  

 ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF: 

 PRESENT: Interim Executive Director, Cyndi Elsbury 

    

 GUESTS:   Rachel Oracki 

     

2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 

 

3.1 BOARD AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:  None. 

 

3.2 STAFF AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:  None. 

 

3.3 APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

Commissioner Wilmarth moved to approve the agenda as presented.   

 Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed by the following roll call vote: 

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Wilmarth, Griffith, Eisfeller, Jeffrey;  

 NAYS:  None;  

 ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 

 

4.1 APPROVAL OF THE CLOSED SESSION MEETING MINUTES OF December 16, 2014: 

Commissioner Eisfeller requested the minutes be corrected to reflect that he did not vote to release the Closed 

Session Meeting Minutes of November 2014.  Commissioner Griffith will make the correction. 

 

Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the Closed Session Meeting Minutes of December 16, 2014 as amended. 

 Commissioner Wilmarth seconded the motion, which passed by the following roll call vote: 

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Griffith, Wilmarth, Eisfeller, Jeffrey;  

 NAYS:  None; 

ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 

 

4.2 APPROVAL OF THE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF December 31, 2014: 

Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the Special Meeting Minutes of December 31, 2014 as presented. 

 Commissioner Wilmarth seconded the motion, which passed by the following roll call vote: 

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Griffith, Wilmarth, Eisfeller, Jeffrey;  

 NAYS:  None; 

ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 

 

4.3 APPROVAL OF THE CLOSED SESSION MEETING MINUTES OF December 31, 2014: 

Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the Closed Session Meeting Minutes of December 31, 2014 as presented. 

 Commissioner Wilmarth seconded the motion, which passed by the following roll call vote: 

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Griffith, Wilmarth, Eisfeller, Jeffrey;  

 NAYS:  None; 

 ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 
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4.4 APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY 20, 2015: 

Commissioner Wilmarth moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of January 20, 2015 as presented. 

 Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed by the following roll call vote: 

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Wilmarth, Griffith, Eisfeller, Jeffrey;  

 NAYS:  None; 

 ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 

 

4.5 APPROVAL OF THE CLOSED SESSION MEETING MINUTES OF January 20, 2015: 

 Review and approval tabled until the March Regular Board Meeting. 

 

5.1 APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR JANUARY 17-FEBRUARY 12, 2015: 
Commissioner Wilmarth moved to approve the bills as presented.     

 Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed by the following roll call vote:  

 

 Commissioner Eisfeller noted he is abstaining from approval of check number 68621 which is written to him. 

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Wilmarth, Griffith, Eisfeller, Jeffrey; 

 NAYS:  None; 

 ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 

 

5.2 TREASURER REPORTS for the Month Ending January 31, 2015: 
 Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the January 2015 Treasurer Reports as presented. 

 Commissioner Eisfeller seconded the motion, which passed on the following roll call vote: 

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Griffith, Eisfeller, Jeffrey, Wilmarth;  

 NAYS:  None; 

 ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 

 
5.3 FY 2014-15 AUDIT PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE: 

Ms. Elsbury stated she has extended the contract for audit services with Lauterbach & Amen, LLP as was presented 

in their original bid proposal as a three year term agreement with the FY 2014-15 Audit not to exceed $7725.  The 

Entrance Counseling Meeting was held on January 29
th

 with the timeline for completion of the audit set to begin with 

Preliminary Fieldwork to take place on March 20
th

 and anticipated presentation of the Audit to the Board scheduled 

for the June Regular Board Meeting.  Ms. Elsbury reminded the District is transitioning to an accrual based system 

from a cash basis which will take some time to make those adjustments. 

  

5.4 REVIEW OF FY 2015-16 PROPOSED BUDGET & APPROVAL OF FY 2015-16 TENTATIVE BUDGET & 

APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 15-01: 
Ms. Elsbury explained the proposed FY 2015-16 Budget reflects anticipated revenues and expenditures based on the 

FY 2014-15 actuals as of February 12
th

 and projected year-ends.  The OSLAD Grant awards and corresponding 

expenditures have been added to the Corporate Fund. 

 

Ms. Elsbury proceeded to provide a brief overview of the FY 2015-16 Tentative Budget & Appropriation Ordinance 

15-01 which correlates directly to the Budget.  She entertained a motion for the Board to approve the Ordinance in its 

tentative form so that monies may be spent beginning on March 1
st
 of the new fiscal year.  She explained the final 

adoption of the Budget & Appropriation Ordinance would take place at the March Regular Meeting following the 

Public Hearing scheduled for 6:00 p.m. that same evening. 

 

Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the FY 2015-16 Tentative Budget & Appropriation Ordinance 15-01 

as presented.     

 Commissioner Eisfeller seconded the motion, which passed by the following roll call vote:  

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Griffith, Eisfeller, Jeffrey, Wilmarth; 

 NAYS:  None; 

ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 
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6.1        OSLAD GRANTS UPDATE: 

 Ms. Elsbury mentioned the OSLAD Grants are currently on hold per the letters dated January 27
th

 from the IDNR 

who is awaiting further instructions from the Governor.  Both of the Project Agreements have been completed and 

submitted to our IDNR Grant Administrator.  She also stated she met with Larry Hewitt to discuss the status of the 

Deed for Hamas Park.  Ms. Elsbury noted Mr. Hewitt would like to be included on any pre-construction meetings for 

the District’s projects. 

 

6.2 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN/CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS UPDATE- 

 TIGER TOWN PARK (Tod Stanton, Design Perspectives): 

 The Board of Commissioners recommended returning to this Agenda Item once Mr. Tod Stanton of Design 

Perspectives arrived to the meeting. 

 

6.3 APPROVAL TO AWARD TIGER TOWN PARK PROJECT CONTRACT:   
 The Board of Commissioners also recommended returning to this Agenda Item once Mr. Tod Stanton of Design 

Perspectives arrived to the meeting. 

 

6.4 IAPD/IPRA CONFERENCE REVIEW: 

 Vice President Jeffrey expressed he had once again gathered information on Ice Rinks at the Exhibit Hall and would 

like to have this project included within the Capital Improvement Plan with a potential location of the Riverfront 

Property.  He also stated he thought the Conference was worthwhile and commented the Social Media Session he 

attended was very good mentioning they stressed, in regards to marketing, the staff has to own it and not place the 

responsibility on someone who may be inexperienced.  Commissioner Wilmarth stated he had collected some 

information with regards to Board Membership which will be beneficial especially for new members.  Ms. Elsbury 

foresees the development of a Commissioners’ Manual.  Commissioner Griffith briefly spoke of his experience as a 

new commissioner and commented some type of manual would certainly be very beneficial.  Commissioner Griffith 

commented he attended an interesting session with an open forum among a Board President and Executive Director 

who described their roles and working relationships.  Commissioner Eisfeller gained information regarding inclusive 

playgrounds and how they are traditionally mobility based.  The flow of equipment and easy physical access are 

essential.  As well, it is important to provide quiet areas within an inclusive playground as key components to assist 

with those who may tend to get overstimulated. Commissioner Wilmarth commented this information relates to the 

Tiger Town Park playground.  Commissioner Eisfeller expressed the nature area contained within the plans would be 

considered a quiet area.  Ms. Elsbury commented the workshop summary sheets are beneficial in collectively 

gathering information to not only share following the Conference but for future reference on speakers and session 

content. 

 

7.1 APPROVAL OF FY 2015-16 REGULAR BOARD MEETING DATES: 

Ms. Elsbury stated all dates presented remain as the third Tuesday of each month.  The Commissioners agreed the 

monthly meeting day should remain as it is currently. 

 

Commissioner Wilmarth moved to approve the FY 2015-16 Regular Board Meeting Dates as proposed.     

 Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed by the following roll call vote:  

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Wilmarth, Griffith, Eisfeller, Jeffrey; 

 NAYS:  None; 

 ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 

 

 Ms. Elsbury will post these dates at the office, on the website, and in the local newspaper. 

 

7.2 FIELD MAINTAINER QUOTES & PURCHASE APPROVAL: 

 Ms. Elsbury explained Mr. Bielskis completed the research and has presented three quotes for the District to purchase 

a Field Maintainer.  He also attained input from the School District Activities Director and Grounds Personnel.  This 

is an immediate need as the current Maintainer broke down last summer.  The recommendation is to accept the Burris 

Equipment quote in the amount of $15,143.00 including a two year warranty in order to have it delivered Mid-March.  

 

 Commissioner Wilmarth moved to accept the quote from Burris Equipment and purchase the Field Maintainer in the 

 amount of $15,143.00 as presented. 

 Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion, which passed on the following roll call vote: 

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Wilmarth, Griffith, Eisfeller, Jeffrey;  

 NAYS:  None; 

 ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 
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* Mr. Ray Bielskis, Athletic & Facilities Manager, entered the meeting at 7:17 p.m. and briefly provided a further 

synopsis of the Field Maintainer features. 

        

8.1 DIRECTOR/STAFF REPORTS: 
 Ms. Elsbury stated she attended a couple meetings at the School District pertaining to updates and review of their 

Strategic Plan Projects.  Summer 2015 projects include the BHS roof and HVAC/DDC controls, the Pool Locker 

Rooms, the Vestibule at the Park District Entrance, and a Walking Path on 2
nd

 Avenue.  The architects will present 

two option designs for the vestibule.  The interior concept is the base bid option and estimated to cost approximately 

$45,000.  The addition of an exterior vestibule is estimated at approximately $100,000 and Ms. Elsbury noted this is 

the preferred design option; however, Dr. Hammack indicated this is not an option within the budget.  The 

Commissioners agreed the exterior option would be the most conducive and suggested analyzing the Park District’s 

budget to see if it is feasible to fund part of the project.  Ms. Elsbury also mentioned she had brought forth utilizing 

the current Mary Morgan Elementary vestibule to serve a dual purpose, but the parameters of doing so may not be 

favorable. 

 

 The District is purchasing the software to complete the Summer/Fall Brochure content and design in house.  The 

current designer will assist in training and completing this initial brochure as there is a learning curve for the 

software.  There are some local businesses requesting to bid on the brochure printing, so the District will look into 

doing this prior to the Winter/Spring Brochure development.  Ms. Elsbury also mentioned this is one item in the 

budget where monies could be saved by providing online copies of the brochure instead of the distribution of hard 

copies.  She would plan to still print some hard copies which would be available at the Park District Office.  All 

agreed this is a viable option especially with the brochure now available on our updated website for viewing. 

 

 Ms. Elsbury mentioned she had received an email today from Janelle Smith regarding the Richard Esposito Memorial 

options.  She expressed the family is very appreciative of the gesture to place a memorial bench along the bike path at 

Hamas Park; however, they are inquiring about the possibility of having it located at a more northern portion of the 

bike path.  This is the portion of the bike path that their family tends to utilize most.  The Board stated this is 

certainly not a problem and recommended Ms. Elsbury look into a more specific location with the family.  Ms. 

Elsbury also commented she will work with them on a design. 

 

 Ms. Elsbury concluded the report by mentioning the Ray Bielskis checked into the pricing of blood pressure 

machines as this has been a request from patrons.  Mr. Bielskis stated he recommends a table top machine that could 

be placed at the Park District Entrance foyer.  The cost is approximately $2500 for this design.  Commissioner 

Griffith expressed his appreciation of investigating this equipment as he has heard this request as well from several 

patrons. 

  

* Mr. Tod Stanton, President of Design Perspectives entered the meeting at 7:23 p.m. 

 

6.2 COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN/CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS UPDATE- 

 TIGER TOWN PARK (Tod Stanton, Design Perspectives): 

Tod Stanton, Design Perspectives, stated there were seven confirmed bids submitted for the Tiger Town Park Project 

development.  The lowest bidder was George’s Landscaping, Inc. with Larson & Larson Builders, Inc. submitting the 

second lowest bid.  Mr. Stanton expressed he has worked with George’s Landscaping and has no reservations about 

recommending them as he knows they will deliver a high level contract. 

 

Mr. Stanton summarized the project budget providing line by line item detail.  He noted one contract deduction will 

 be the deletion of the water fountain out of the scope since the District has purchased one that is in storage. He also 

 mentioned the Bocce Court is artificial turf which costs over $10,000.  Utilizing crushed fine asphalt, the District 

 could save approximately $7500.  There was a brief discussion on the maintenance of the asphalt type surface.   

 

Discussion ensued with regards to the Playground Equipment with the majority being from Landscape Structures.  

 The Dynamo Swings are approximately $22,000 and the Rubber Surface is $55,000.   The Site Furnishings are pretty 

 standard.  The Landscaping is $16,000 with about half of the site getting disturbed.  The deduction for swapping out 

 the Dynamo swings for standard ones if the District so chooses, is $16,000. 

 

The water fountain could use local installation and plumbing services since the labor alone is estimated at $3000 and 

 materials at $4100.  Consensus was to remove it from the equation.  The first option presented is to accept the bid 

 with the elimination of the water fountain and the rubber surfacing (Deduct Alternate C) which would bring the 

 contract price to approximately $406,000.  The second option presented reflects deducting the drinking fountain, the 

 high-end swings (Deduct Alternate B), and Deduct Alternate C replacing the rubber surfacing with wood chips.    
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Upon full review of all of the Deducts, the Board expressed they would like to leave in the ping pong table. 

 

In conclusion, the approval cost for the project would be $405,113 accepting the first option presented.  

 Commissioner Eisfeller commented he would like to keep the rubber surfacing noting a comparison to the woodchips 

 at the Blackhawk Meadow Park Playground being dispersed to other areas outside of the playground.  Mr. Stanton 

 explained the concrete curbing will assist with keeping the chips contained.  Commissioner Eisfeller also expressed 

 he is concerned about the wear areas at the bottom of the swings, and Mr. Stanton stated it could be a possibility to 

 add rubber pads solely in the wear areas if the District is interested.  Mr. Stanton stated the contract may be approved 

 with deducting the rubber for full wood chip surfacing and then decide to instill a change order once it has been 

 researched a bit more.  Commissioner Eisfeller felt that may be a good compromise and Mr. Stanton commented he 

 would really like to be under budget. 

 

6.3 APPROVAL TO AWARD TIGER TOWN PARK PROJECT CONTRACT:   
Mr. Stanton will prepare the AIA Contract for George’s Landscaping, Inc.  Vice President Jeffrey entertained a 

 motion for approval of the Contract. 

 

Commissioner Griffith moved to approve the Tiger Town Park Project Construction Contract to George’s 

 Landscaping, Inc. in the not to exceed amount of $405,113 utilizing the Deducts in the first option as presented. 

Commissioner Wilmarth seconded the motion, which passed on the following roll call vote:  

 

 AYES:  Commissioners Griffith, Wilmarth, Eisfeller, Jeffrey;  

 NAYS:  None; 

ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 

 

Mr. Stanton concluded he will bring forward the cost for the fountain install, rubber pads, on the ping pong table to 

 George’s Landscaping, Inc.  The development will begin in April with a projected completion date of mid-July.  Ms. 

 Elsbury commented some of the project costs may utilize the Lights & Paving Fund.  Vice President Jeffrey 

 commented these topics are the fun part of the job. 

 

Vice President Jeffrey questioned whether there are any further updates from Mr. Stanton.  Mr. Stanton just noted he 

 believes they will move forward with the issuance of the OSLAD grant awards. 

 

Commissioner Griffith mentioned he would like to be certain docks will be installed at Hamas Park.  Mr. Stanton 

 stated Fehr-Graham has signed their Contract for Civil Engineering Services.  They still need to figure out the access 

 to the river as the slope of the hill is much steeper than was originally thought.   

 

Ms. Elsbury commented when she sat down with Larry Hewitt he expressed his visions for the riverfront at Hamas 

 Park and she feels it would be conducive to share with him on those thoughts.   

 

Commissioner Wilmarth commented on his concern of snowmobiles crossing the river at Hamas Park. 

 

 Mr. Stanton stated there will be a public meeting for the Hamas Park Project just as there was for the Tiger Town 

Park Project.  He also noted that Ms. Elsbury should check into the OSLAD Acquisition Grant as he had heard that 

grants awarded for less than $50,000 were going to be able to move forward. 

 

* Ray Bielskis and Rachel Oracki exited the meeting at 8:09 p.m. 

 

8.2 BOARD REPORTS:  None. 

 

* Tod Stanton exited the meeting at 8:11 p.m. and the Board of Commissioners took a short break. 

 

9.0 CLOSED SESSION:  
Commissioner Jeffrey called for a motion to enter into Closed Session to discuss personnel matters. 

 

Commissioner Wilmarth moved to enter into closed session to discuss Personnel Matters under 5ILCS, Par. 120/2 (c) 

(1) The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the 

public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an 

employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity.  

 

Commissioner Eisfeller seconded the motion which passed on the following roll call vote: 
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AYES:  Commissioners Wilmarth, Eisfeller, Griffith, Jeffrey; 

NAYS:  None; 

ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 

 

The Board of Commissioners entered into Closed Session at 8:15 p.m. with the following present:   

Board Commissioners:  Eisfeller*, Griffith, Jeffrey, and Wilmarth;  (*present via teleconference due to employment purposes) 

Staff Members:  Interim Executive Director Cyndi Elsbury  

 

Commissioner Wilmarth moved to end the closed session at 8:36 p.m. with no action taken.  

Commissioner Jeffrey seconded the motion, which passed on the following roll call vote: 

 

AYES:  Commissioners Wilmarth, Jeffrey, Eisfeller, Griffith; 

NAYS:  None; 

ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 

 

 The Board of Commissioners re-entered the Regular Board Meeting Session with Interim Executive Director Elsbury 

present. 

 

 Vice President Jeffrey moved to extend the Interim Director’s position to Cyndi Elsbury thru March 17, 2015. 

 Commissioner Wilmarth seconded the motion, which passed on the following roll call vote: 

 

AYES:  Commissioners Jeffrey, Wilmarth, Eisfeller, Griffith; 

NAYS:  None; 

 ABSENT: Commissioner Boyle. 

 

10.0 ADJOURNMENT:    
Commissioner Jeffrey moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m. 

Commissioner Eisfeller seconded the motion, which passed unanimously upon voice vote 4-0: 

 

 

 
Submitted By:   Administrative Staff Member, Cyndi Elsbury 

 

Approved By:   Board President Bruce Boyle and Board Secretary Judd Griffith on March 17, 2015 

        


